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I The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-26 . 

I The drawings filed on 31 October 2000 are accepted by the Examiner. 



4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(aHd) or (f). 
a)n All b)nSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Applicafion No. I . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Drafts person's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 
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EXAMINER STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

1 . This communication is an Examiner's reasons for allowance in response to application 
filed on 10/31/00, assigned serial 09/703481 and title "Positioning Applications For An 
Electronic Reading Device". 

2. The following is the Examiner's statement of reasons for the indication of allowable 
subject matter: 

After carefiilly reviewing the application and the additional search of all the possible 
areas relevant to the present application, a set of related prior art references has been found, but 
those prior art references are not deemed strong to make the application unpatentable. Thus, it is 
found that the application is now in condition for allowance. 

Although the references found disclose several claimed limitations, none of the 
references discloses a system and method for retrieving position-related information, comprising: 
an address pattern comprising a pattern of dots, wherein each specific geographical location 
within the geographical area is associated with a unique portion of the address pattern and can be 
identified fi*om the associated unique portion of the address pattern, an electronic reading device 
for detecting a portion of the address pattern, and sending an indication of the selected position 
fi-om the electronic reading device to a server, and identifying a geographical location within 
geographical area that corresponds to the selected position (claims 1 and 14). Also, none of the 
references found, the server sends information relating to the specific geographical location to 
the electronic device, the information sent by the server comprises a route description fi-om the 
original location to the destination location, also, the information sent by the server comprises at 
least one of a distance and direction fi*om the origination location to the destination location, and 
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the information further comprises a suggested form of transport (claims 3, and 8-10). None of ■ 
the reference found, the electronic reading device optically detects a plurality of positions on the 
address pattern, plurality of positions corresponding to a selected area, the server sending 
information relating to facilities within the selected area (claim 13). 
Claims 1-26, are allowable over the prior art of record. 

3. Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dalena Tran whose telephone number is 703-308-8223. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:30 AM-5:30 PM), off every other Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Black can be reached on 703-305-8233. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this appHcation or proceeding is assigned are 703-305-7687 for regular 
communications and 703-305-7687 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-1 113. 
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